
Butte County Board of Adjustment Meeting Agenda 
Butte County Courthouse 

Commission Meeting Room 
839 5th Avenue 

Belle Fourche, SD  57717 
Phone:  605-892-4485 

           
Tuesday, July 25th, 2023 
 
THE BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS CONVENED AT 9:00 A.M. on  
July 25, 2023. Commissioners present were Harms, Ager, Walton, Herman, and Erk.   

Motion Ager, Second Walton to approve the agenda with no changes. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 
 
Motion by Herman, Second by Ager to approve the Board of Adjustment Meeting from May 23, 
2023, with no changes.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Beginning at 9:05 a.m. a Public Hearing was held to consider an application for a variance from 
the requirement that medical cannabis establishments not be within 1,000 feet of a residence. 
Application for variance submitted by High Plains Cannabis Application For Variance Of Butte 
County Ordinance # 2021-02; Second Amended Ordinance To Regulate Medical Cannabis 
within Butte County.  
• Luke Mundt from High Plains Cannabis spoke in favor of variance. Mr. Mundt reached out 

to neighbors and provided contact information. High Plains cannabis has an open-door 
policy with anyone as long as an appointment is made. Mr. Mundt said that when the state 
inspects their establishment, they will provide the results to the Commission.   

• Donald Kurtti and his wife reside within 600’ of High Plains Cannabis. Mr. Kurtti said he 
doesn’t have an issue with medical marijuana but is concerned about the effect on his 
property values. For this reason, Mr. Kurtti requested that the commissioners deny the 
variance.  

• Travis Ismay stated that every time the commissioners issue a variance, they are causing 
the ordinance to be ineffective. Mr. Ismay shared that he believes the county will be sued 
either by the establishments or residents.  

• Sue Broadhurst quoted Luke 18:16 and says for this reason she is against any renewals or 
variances for medical marijuana establishments. After viewing the documentary Chronic 
State regarding how legalizing marijuana affected children in Colorado, Ms. Broadhurst 
shared her research on the marijuana ordinance timeline and decisions made throughout 
the timeline.  

 
The 9:20 Public Hearing for Redwater Cannabis Care Dispensary Application For Variance Of 
Butte County Ordinance # 2021-02; Second Amended Ordinance To Regulate Medical 
Cannabis Within Butte County was postponed due to inaccurate address on Public Notice. 
Auditor Capp will send draft of the corrected public hearing to Redwater Cannabis 
representatives for review. 

 
Discussion was held regarding Center of Nation Cultivation and Manufacturing, LLC application 
for Variance Of Butte County Ordinance # 2021-02 Section 2.B(1); Second Amended Ordinance 
To Regulate Medical Cannabis Within Butte County.  



Previously held public hearing. Commissioners Walton and Herman were absent and have 
since listened to the audio recording and read the minutes from the previous public hearing.  
 
Mr. Ager discussed the issues with the variance, stating the current ordinance was not revised 
to go back in time and affect existing businesses. Mr. Ager pointed out that the new ordinance 
includes public hearing for future applicants showing that the commissioners were listening to 
residents.  
 
Mr. Erk asked about the timing of the original application process. The original certificate of 
compliance was issued. Erk believed that the establishments should have waited until the new 
ordinance was effective before securing a location.  

 
Motion Erk to deny Center of Nation Cultivation and Manufacturing, LLC Application For 
Variance Of Butte County Ordinance # 2021-02 Section 2. B(1) Second Amended Ordinance To 
Regulate Medical Cannabis Within Butte County. Motion died for lack of a second. 

 
Motion Ager Second Herman to approve Center of Nation Cultivation and Manufacturing, LLC 
Application For Variance Of Butte County Ordinance # 2021-02 Section 2. B(1) Second 
Amended Ordinance To Regulate Medical Cannabis Within Butte County. Roll Call Erk Nay, 
Herman Aye, Walton Aye, Ager Aye, Harms Aye. Motion carried.  
 
Discussion was held regarding High Plains Cannabis application for variance Of Butte County 
Ordinance # 2021-02; Second Amended Ordinance To Regulate Medical Cannabis Within Butte 
County 
 
Erk asked about timing of approvals for High Plains Cannabis approvals. Mr. Erk again stated 
that the facility should have waited to build until after the final approval from County was issued 
so they could operate under the ordinance in affect at the time operations began.  

 
Capp shared information on neighbors Schaeffer and Kokesh who wrote and/or called regarding 
request to deny variance. Their concerns centered around property values, increase in crime, 
proximity of school bus stop, and the smell from the establishments.  
 
Motion Erk to deny High Plains Cannabis Application For Variance Of Butte County Ordinance # 
2021-02 Section 2. B(1) Second Amended Ordinance To Regulate Medical Cannabis Within 
Butte County. Motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Motion Herman, Second Ager to approve High Plains Cannabis Application For Variance Of 
Butte County Ordinance # 2021-02 Section 2. B(1) Second Amended Ordinance To Regulate 
Medical Cannabis Within Butte County. Roll Call Erk Nay, Herman Aye, Walton Aye, Ager Aye, 
Harms Aye. Motion carried.  
 
Public Comment  

• Brandon Manger asked that commission be organized so that those in need of medical 
cannabis can get the medicine they need. Mr. Manger spoke about a friend of the family 
who is suffering from cancer and the help he has received from medical marijuana.   

• Travis Ismay said the problem with medical marijuana is the detriment it has caused 
every county and state it has been legalized. Mr. Ismay went on to share his thoughts on 
the benefits of medical cannabis and the already existing medication with THC in pill 



form. Mr. Ismay shared his concerns with effects of medical cannabis in Butte County 
based on detrimental results of legalizing marijuana in California and Colorado.  
 

After speaking about Commissioner Herman’s religious beliefs Commissioner Ager requested 
that Chairman Harms give Mr. Ismay a warning with possibly removal of up to three meetings.  
 
Mr. Ismay began his comments again and started speaking all of the commissioner’s religious 
beliefs.  
 
Motion Commissioner Ager, Second Herman to remove Mr. Ismay from the meeting for 
disturbing the business of the County. Roll Call Vote: Erk - Nay, Herman - Aye, Walton - Aye, 
Ager - Aye Harms - Aye, Motion carried.   
 
A short recess was called to restore order. 
 
Motion by Erk, Second by Ager to adjourn the meeting at 9:43 a.m.  Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION:  
Stanley Harms, Chairperson  
  

______________________________  
ATTEST: Annie Capp, Butte County 
Auditor  
  

 


