
 Regular Meeting Minutes 
Butte County Courthouse 

Commission Meeting Room 
839 5th Avenue 

Belle Fourche, SD  57717 
Phone:  605-892-4485 

           
Tuesday, April 18, 2023 
 
THE BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 1:00 P.M. on  
April 18, 2023. Commissioners present were Harms, Ager, Walton, Herman, and Erk.   

Chairperson Harms called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Motion by Ager, Second by Herman to approve the meeting agenda with no changes. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried. 

Motion by Ager, Second by Walton to approve the Regular Scheduled Minutes from April 6th, 
with no changes.  Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Herman, Second by Erk to approve the Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with Treasurer. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
 

AUDITOR’S MONTHLY SETTLEMENT WITH TREASURER 
BUTTE COUNTY 

     March 31, 2023 
 

CHECKING/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Wells Fargo Checking  $                    102,294.82 
First Interstate Bank  $        1,839,519.37              
Pioneer Bank & Trust  $                      50,955.09           
Total Checking/Savings Accounts    $                  1,993,399.28 
 
INVESTOR ACCOUNTS 
Pioneer Bank and Trust              922,589.03 
First Interstate Bank Account           1,519,926.79 
Total Investor Accounts     $                  2,442,515.82 
 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
First National Bank   $       2,759,397.92 
Pioneer Bank & Trust            1,000,000.00 
Total Certificates of Deposit    $                   3,759,397.92 
 
Cash on Hand     $                             1,745.00 
 
TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTS      $                 8,197,058.02 
Insufficient Fund Checks In-process     $                               0.00 
Total General Ledger Balance     $                 8,197,058.02 
 
/s/:  Annie Capp                                     4/14/2023 
COUNTY AUDITOR SIGNATURE           DATE 
 
/s/:  Debra Lensegrav                  4/14/2023 
COUNTY TREASURER SIGNATURE         DATE 
 



Motion by Herman, Second by Walton to approve the County Lien Report. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. Auditor Capp provided some information on collection services.  
 

LIEN REPORT 
BUTTE COUNTY 

      
    EXPENSES       EXPENSES    RECOVERED  RECOVERED 
    MAR 2023      YTD       MAR 2023             YTD 
 
CAA/PUBLIC DEFENDER $ 18,394.51 $   60,322.34        $ 7,096.62   $   12,733.21 
JAIL    $ 39,039.82 $ 100,056.33           $ 9,183.72   $   23,813.07 
POOR LIEN   $          0.00 $    -1,137.62        $        0.00                $            0.00 
REGIONAL JUV DET  $      720.00 $     1,830.00        $ 7,230.00    $   11,741.58  
 
Motion by Walton, Second by Erk to approve payment of bills per printout as presented with no 
changes. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. Approval Sheet signed by all Commissioners and 
Auditor.  
 
Motion by Herman, Second by Erk to approve payment of apportioning and other payments per 
printout with no changes. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. Approval Sheet signed by all 
Commissioners.  
 
Motion by Walton, Second by Herman to approve the Register of Deeds Report. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried. 
 
Motion by Herman Second by Walton to approve Travel Request as presented with no changes. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  

• Treasurer – Debbie Lensegrav and Kelly Keegan to attend 2023 Spring SDACO 
Workshop in Pierre, SD from May 16-18, 2023. 

 
Abatements: Treasurer Debbie Lensegrav presented one abatement for commissioner review 
and approval: 

Motion by Walton, Second by Erk to approve the abatement request for 15.09.G.01B in 
the amount of $1090.52 as presented by Treasurer Debbie Lensegrav. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 

 
Veterans Service Officer, Jasen Saivong, presented an activity report for February and March 
including disability compensation claims, spousal death, tax exemptions, upgrade to form, and 
transportation numbers. Mr. Saivong also provided an update on Emergency Management 
Administrator activities – statewide Emergency Mgmt training for Region 4.  
 
Beginning at 1:15 PM the following citizens appeared during the Public Comment Session: 

• Dale Simanton spoke about civility during meetings and suggested that commissioners 
follow the same guidelines imposed on the public. Mr. Simanton expressed his concerns 
with Commissioner Agers actions and his belief that Ager had violated his oath of office. 
Commissioner Ager asked for a point of order on purpose of public comments. Chair 
Harms allowed Mr. Simanton to continue his public comments. Mr. Simanton also asked 
about the legality of cannabis farms moving in without first requesting permission from 
surrounding landowners.  

• Jeanette Stearns expressed her disappointment with the latest changes to the 
ordinance. She spoke about the changes in the ordinances and the change affecting the 
approval of cannabis establishments renewals. She stated that the changes are 
cumbersome and cannot be met by establishments, further stating that the loss of jobs 
affected by the changes.  

• Katie Hoffmann started by stating that last meeting she was only allowed four minutes. 
Ms. Hoffmann then reiterated that Commissioner Ager has violated his oath of office. 



Ms. Hoffmann spoke about the apparent misuse of the Board of Adjustments. Hoffmann 
went on to speak on SDCL reasons for removal of commissioners and the state’s 
attorney. 

• Sue Broadhurst began with her request to be on the agenda and wished to know why 
she couldn’t be on the agenda after being told she would. She went on to ask 
commissioners why there were four versions of the ordinance and asked several 
questions regarding the applications. Specifically, she wished to know who was checking 
the information on the applications and confirming all was accurate. Ms. Broadhurst also 
asked if the Board of Adjustment was to be used for instances of  

• Dan Ranken stated he was against issuing a variance to cannabis establishments. He 
then gave the rest of his time to Ms. Broadhurst 

• Ms. Broadhurst then shared Commissioner Harms responses from previous questions 
and her thoughts on those answers. She ended by suggesting that having questions like 
hers answered in an open session is preferable so that everyone can hear the answers 
and that is why she read the responses during public comment.   

• Luke Mundt began by thanking commissioners for their service. Mr. Mundt quoted a 
public comment from the last meeting and said that the comment “marijuana is a death 
sentence” was inaccurate. Mr. Mundt went on to talk about the regulations and 
restrictions of cannabis establishments. He also spoke on the benefits of cannabis and 
those that could be affected by shutting down current medical cannabis establishments 
due to new ordinance. Mr. Mundt then asked that the commissioner’s grandfather in 
establishments.  

• Dusta Ismay asked about violations of previous or current versions of cannabis 
ordinances and what consequences are there for those that violate ordinances. She 
asked that commissioners consider these violations prior to approving any renewals.  
 

Motion by Walton, Second by Herman to approve the abatement request for 16.03.D3.2 in the 
amount of $2,565.16 as presented by Director of Equalization Donna Jones. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Chairperson Stan Harms read the First Reading of Ordinance 2022-02 - an Ordinance of 
Butte County providing regulations for the Subdivision of Land.  2nd reading and public 
comment will be held during next regular Commission meeting 02May2023.  
 
Motion Ager Second Walton to approve Final Plat: Merv & Barbara Raisanen; Tract R in 
N2SW4SE4; Located Section 28, T8N, R1E, B.H.M., Butte County, South Dakota as presented 
by Planner Cindy Mayes. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried 
 
Motion Erk Second Ager to approve Final Plat: Owner: Alan/ Dave Kindsfater; Tracts K1A & 
K1B of Kito Place Estates; Located in NE4 Section 12, T8N, R2E, B.H.M., Butte County, South 
Dakota as presented by Planner Cindy Mayes. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried 
 
Motion Ager Second Herman to approve Final Plat: Wes & Carla Reinford; Lots 1A & 1B of Owl 
Creek Estate; Located in the N2SW4 in Section 4, T8N, R5E, B.H.M., Butte County, South 
Dakota as presented by Planner Cindy Mayes. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried 
 
Motion Walton  Second Herman to approve Final Plat: Owner: Redwater Land Company; Lot R-
7 and Rem of Tract R Located in Section 27, T8N, R2E, B.H.M, Butte County, South Dakota as 
presented by Director of Planning Donna Jones. Water issues have been resolved using well 
share. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried 
 
Highway Administrator Lori Johnston provided an activity report for the department including the 
BIG grant, repair of roads, blading, purchase of trailer.  



Motion by Walton Second by Herman to approve the Viken Bridge St# 10-280-349 – Brosz Eng. 
-- Design Exception – Variance in Design Speed & Variance in allowable hydraulic design 
frequency. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
 
Johnston provided information regarding gravel crushing bids and next steps. Motions Walton, 
Second by Ager to go out for bids for gravel crushing. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Highway Administrator Lori Johnston presented the revised Cattle Guard Policy. Motion by 
Herman Second by Walton to approve the Butte County Cattle Guard Policy. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. Commissioner Erk mentioned he is a landowner with cattle guards but believed 
he could remain impartial.  

Motion by Herman Second by Erk to approve the Application for Occupancy on the Right of 
Way of County Highways -- Leon Minor – Valley Nisland Rd – Irrigation Pipeline.  Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.   
 
Sheriff Lamphere provided an activity report for his department.   
 
Sheriff Lamphere presented the Contract for Housing of Prisoners and Detainees in the Meade 
County Jail. Motion by Walton Second by Erk to approve Sheriff Lamphere to sign the Contract 
for Housing of Prisoners and Detainees in the Meade County Jail. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried 

State's Attorney LeEllen McCartney presented the activity report for her department including 
status of criminal and civil cases as well as jury trials.    
 
State's Attorney LeEllen McCartney provided an update on the National Opioid Settlement and 
suggested/potential use of funds. SA McCartney suggested ABC, Compass Point, New Dawn 
Center, Drug Court funding, training for ambulance crews.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Herman, Second by Erk to split National Opioid Settlement funds 
distributed to Butte County equally between ABC, New Dawn, and Drug Court. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried 
 
Auditor Annie Capp presented an activity report for the Auditor’s Office including feedback from 
the SD County Welfare Official Workshop, COVID pandemic end, school election results, and 
budget schedule. 
 
The Commissioners recessed the Board Of Butte County Commissioners at 2:28 p.m.  

The Commissioners reconvened the Board Of Butte County Commissioners at 3:45 p.m. 

Auditor Annie Capp discussed revisions needed to 07Dec2021 Meeting Minutes and played the 
audio recording of the vote in question.  
 
Motion by Walton Second by  Ager to approve revision of 07Dec2021 Meeting Minutes to reflect 
results of vote (Vote Unanimous) regarding motion to approve medical cannabis applications 
and issue Certificates of Compliance. Roll Call Vote – Harms aye, Ager aye, Walton aye, 
Herman aye, Erk aye. Motion Carried. Revised minutes will be published in paper and filed in 
auditor’s office.   
 
Auditor Annie Capp discussed revisions needed for minutes from 06Sep2023 Meeting Minutes 
and played the audio recording of the vote in question.  
 



Motion by Ager Second by Herman to approve revision of 06Sep2022 Meeting Minutes to reflect 
results of vote  (Vote Unanimous) regarding motion to allow Green Light to begin work again 
after Cease and Desist Order. Roll Call Vote – Harms, Ager, Walton, Herman, Erk. Motion 
Carried. Revised minutes will be published in paper and filed in auditor’s office.   
 
Motion by Erk Second by Walton to approve the following wage increases presented by Auditor 
Capp: Two changes are a result of changed titles in Highway Department.  

• Treasurer – Paige Watson Step 2 $17.96 
• Sheriff - Jodi Crockford Step 3 $17.58 
• Sheriff - Cassandra Hale Step 3 $17.58 
• Dispatch - Alexus Beckett Step 2 $20.43 
• Register of Deeds –Mary Beth Kindsfater Step 3 $24.42 
• Planning - Cyndi Mayes Step 3 $18.95 
• Highway - Dennis Freed Tier 4 $25.03 
• Highway - Anthony Smith Skill Level 3 $24.31 
• Highway - Kordell Stuen Foreman $25.70 

 
Motion by Walton, Second by Ager to approve Red Water Cannabis Dispensary License 
renewal. A roll call vote was held with Harms voting - aye, Ager - aye Walton - aye, Herman - 
aye, and Erk - nay.  Vote four ayes, one nay. Motion Carried. 

Motion by Herman, Second by Walton to approve Black Hills Bud Dispensary License renewal. 
A roll call vote was held with Harms voting - aye, Ager - aye Walton - aye, Herman - aye, and 
Erk - nay.  Vote four ayes, one nay. Motion Carried. 

Motion by Walton, Second by Ager to approve Black Hills Bud Cultivation License renewal. A 
roll call vote was held with Harms voting - aye, Ager - aye Walton - aye, Herman - aye, and Erk - 
nay.  Vote four ayes, one nay. Motion Carried. 

Committee Reports were given: 
• Erk – Fairgrounds asked about money to upgrade the arena without waiting for the grant 

process. Chairman Chad Mackaben suggested requesting $5,000 from each county to 
upgrade the electric. Commissioner Ager suggested providing another $2,500 more than 
budgeted in 2023. The fair board has had lots of action in preparation for the fair. Some 
donations have been coming in. Auditor Capp will check on where funds from weddings 
are to be distributed.  

• Ager Planning meeting items were finalized in today’s meeting. 
 

Old Business:  
• Walton will be checking in with Claire Donovan on when repairs will begin. 
• Update on audio video to be brought to 02May meeting. 
• Insurance company settled with woman who fell at courthouse.  
• Greg checked for water leak.  
• The last stair at the end of courthouse stairs needs to be repaired.  

 
New Business:  

• The Treasurer’s office has requested some shelving for license plates.  
• Commissioner Erk requested a review of County employee cell phone usage. Chief 

Deputy March will provide a list of county employees with a cell phone. Auditor Capp will 
include in 02May meeting.  

Motion by Walton , Second by Ager to adjourn the meeting at 4:24 P.M.  Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 

 



Payments 

SALARY 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $8,872.77, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $8,705.10, BUILDING  
$3,999.51, COMMISSIONERS $4,158.92, DISPATCH $13,136.06, ELECTION $2,047.98,  
EM/911 $913.21, EXTENSION $1,828.00, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $22,820.17,  
JUDICIAL $915.95, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1,914.40, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE  
$4,320.38, SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $21,670.86, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $12,617.30,  
TREASURER’S OFFICE $10,212.57, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $828.40. 
 
COUNTY SHARE FICA 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $8,777.06 
 
SDRS RETIREMENT 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $6,903.81 
 
GROUP INSURANCE 
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $33,381.66 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
R BCHMN $200.00, SRVLL $1,204.08, MAPPNG & PLANNING SPCLS $1,217.25, TYLR 
TECH $250.00, WSTRN SD JUVNL SRVCS $9,450.00, BHAVR MNGMNT $800.00, 
PHARMCHM $305.55, MEADE CO AUDTR $30,800.00, ROYL LAWN CARE $2,213.75, A 
HLL CNSLTNG $109.28, RADLGY ASSOC $172.14, BARNAUD LAW $2,383.85, J QUNN 
$200.00, T ELLNGSN $200.00, K DLHOYDE $118.80, DOUBL STAR $4,157.77, JUROR 
FEES $596.90, NDSU XTNSN $12.55, SD DEPT OF LABOR $1,422.00, KARPL SLUTNS 
$5,375.00, SCHLMGN LAW $598.25, CPFRST EQPMNT FNANCE $10,527.99, NATL MDCL 
RSOURCS $1,185.00, WRK RGS $2,500.00, DKOTABLTIES $360.00, WAECKRLE LAW 
$1,382.70, MNMNT HLTH HSPTL $4,076.70, CRCUIT COURT SHRDN $1.00, INK & 
LASRS $177.24  
 
PUBLICATIONS  
BH PIONEER $549.25 
RENT/LEASE  
CLLGN $43.00, BH PURE $230.00, CNTRY BSNSS PRDCTS $530.88 
 
REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE  
BTLR MCHNRY $4,321.93, SCTT PETRSN MOTRS $380.01, FRNTIER GLSS $911.16, 
WST TIRE $1,298.04, BCKLS TRCK & DIESL $2,677.57, CARL'S TRAILR SALES 
$115.43, WLFF'S PLUMBNG & HEATNG $357.49, ALLSTATE PETRBLT $66.28, SNTCH 
$5,145.20, ATLS XTERIORS $12,774.42, CRNTT CNST $671.16 
 
SUPPLIES  
STRDVNT'S $394.85, OFFCE MPORM $264.83, RNNINGS $4,489.48, FRST INTRSTATE-
MSTR CARD $3,637.74, CBH $3,455.91, NWLL HARDWARE $2.97, LAWSN PRDCTS 
$966.03, INTXMTRS $1,487.00, PRAIRIE AUTO PARTS $630.09, O'REILLY AUTO 
PARTS $117.39, O'REILLY AUTO PARTS $117.39, A & J CLTHNG $119.00, BATTRIES 
PLS $87.85, PTNY BOWS $1,068.48, HLLYRD $392.32, MG OIL $5,513.87 
 
TRAVEL/CONFERENCE 
 
UTILITIES  
BH NRGY $542.84, MDU $2,198.01, BUTTE ELCTRC $711.44, AT&T $1,014.04, 
BLUEPEAK $1,359.45, TOWN NSLND $75.76, GOLDN WST $23.81, CNTRYLNK 
$1,573.26 
 

______________________________ 
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION:  



Stanley Harms, Chairperson  
  

______________________________  
ATTEST: Annie Capp, Butte County 
Auditor  
  


	New Business:

