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South Dakota 4-H member recognition is used to encourage and support the efforts of youth as they increase their 4-H 

project knowledge and develop life skills. There are three kinds of Recognition available to 4-H members: participation, 

achievement, and project awards. While not required, 4-H members are encouraged to achieve the standards required 

for participation and bronze, silver, and gold achievement awards.  In order to receive awards, members must achieve 

the minimum requirements for completing the current 4-H year.  Specific awards have additional standards beyond the 

minimum completion requirements. 

Participation Awards  

Pins are given to any 4-H members completing their first, fifth and tenth year of 4-H. In between those milestone years, mem-
bers will receive certificates. The completion requirements are the same for every year. 

 

The minimum requirements to complete a 4-H year are:  

1). Attend at least four club meetings;  

2). Complete the 4-H Record Book and tum Page 15 & 16 into the Extension Office by the deadline;  

3). Give a public presentation at the club level or higher;  Butte County Shooting Sports members must complete a 

presentation by April 1st. Livestock members who plan to sell or show at the County Fair must complete by June 1st. 

4). Complete one of the following (Two for independent members)  

 a) Show project accomplishment in one or more project areas;  

 b) Participate in judging in any project area at the club or county level;  

 c) Participate in a county event or activity or d) Participate in Junior Leadership. 

Responsibility and accountability are two life lessons that 4-H strives to help members learn.  Therefore, members 

who do not meet the minimum requirements for completing a 4-H year, will not receive credit for that year.  Mem-

bers will be encouraged to work to obtain the minimum requirements the following year. 

 

Achievement Awards 

Basic skill awards are designed to help members gain skill and learn more about the 4-H program. Members may 

begin to earn them during their second year in 4-H. As the member progresses, earning the awards require a little 

more work. 

 

Project Awards 

Projects are opportunities for members to learn about a subject of interest to them. After three years of 4-H, mem-

bers are eligible to earn medals in the projects they have completed. To complete a project, it must be carried for 3 
years, present with a public presentation, show project accomplishment by exhibiting at the County Fair.  

 

County Specific Awards 

Butte and Lawrence Counties also have several county specific awards.  These are detailed beginning on page 12 of 
this booklet. 

 

  Gold Seal Club Award 

  Clubs that have a total of 75% of their club members complete the 4-H year by complying with completion require-    
ments explained above, will receive a Gold Seal sponsored by the State 4-H Office.  
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  _4-H member attended four club meetings. 

Initials of 4-H club secretary or leader _   

Initials of 4-H club secretary or leader _   

Initials of 4-H club secretary or leader   __________  

nitials of 4-H club secretary or leader   ___________  

 

_____4-H member completed the 4-H Record Book  ( page 15 & 16  are required.) 

Initials of 4-H leader or 4-H/Youth Program Advisor __________ 

 

 ____4-H member gave a public presentation at the club level or higher. (Independent 4-H members presentation may be given to 4-H/
Youth Program Advisor, non-family member, school classroom, community service organization meeting, or a youth group 
meeting.)                                                                                               

Name of  presentation ______________________ Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader ________________ 

 

 

  4-H member showed project accomplishment in at least one project area, as determined by 4-H leader. 

Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader _____ 

 

_____4-H member participated in judging program at the club or county level 

 Name of area judged:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 What was learned:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date_____________________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary of Leader_________________________________________ 

 

_____4-H member participated in a county event/activity. 

 Name of event/activity:__________________________________________ 

 Date_____________________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader_________________ 

 

_____4-H member participated in Junior Leadership. 

 Describe your accomplishment:_____________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Date____________________Initials of Junior Leader Secretary or Leader_____________________ 

 

 

 

Name:_______________  Club:________________  Date:____________________    Apply for: 1    5   10 (circle one) 

 

 

 

The 1st, 5th, and 10th year pins are participation milestone awards. Any 4-H member who completes the requirements listed above “complete” the 4-H year.   These pins 
are awarded after completing one, five or ten years of 4-H year completion requirements.  
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Bronze Achievement Award 

Award: M 301 BR P 

(For 2nd Year and beyond) 

Required: 

  4-H member received 1st year member pin. 

  4-H member showed project accomplishment in one to five projects, as determined by 4-H leader or 4-H Youth Program Advisor. 

  4-H member attended four club meetings. 

Date___________ Date ____________ Date___________ Date______________ 

 

  4-H member completed the 4-H Record Book 

  At the club level or higher, 4-H member presented a demonstration, illustrated talk, public speaking, or project "why" using two or more 
visual aids. 

  ______

 

 

  4-H member participated in judging program at the club or county level. 

Date__________________ 

 

  4-H member participated in two county events/activities. 

_______4-H member participated in Junior Leadership. 

 Describe your accomplishment:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date___________________Initials of Junior Leader Secretary or Leader___________________________________ 

 

______4-H member completed a community service project with club or as an individual. 

Describe project:  

Date__________________ Initials of 4-H club secretary or leader___________________________  

 

______4-H member brought a non-4-H friend to a club meeting. 

Name of friend:  
Date_______________ Initials of 4-H club secretary or leader ________________________ 
 

______4-H member held an office in 4-H club. 

Name of office:------------------_______________________________ 

Date  Initials of 4-H club secretary or leader ________________________________ 

 

Name:  
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(For 3rd year and beyond) 

 

*4-H member previously received Bronze Achievement Award. 

  4-H member showed project accomplishment in one to five projects, as determined by 4-H leader or 4-H Youth Program 

Advisor. 

  4-H member attended four club meetings. 

   Date____________Date______________Date_____________Date______________ 

 

  4-H member completed 4-H Record Book. 

 

  At club level or higher, 4-H member presented a demonstration, illustrated talk, public speaking, or project "why" using 
two or more visual aids  

 Name of Presentation:_______________________________________________Date___________________ 

 

 4-H member participated in judging program at the club or county level. 

Club leader’s signature (if all of the above are complete)  

________________________________________Date__________________________________ 

 

AND 

 

 

______4-H member participated in two county events/activities 

 Name of event/activity:_________________________________________________________ 

 Name of event/activity__________________________________________________________ 

 Name of event/activity__________________________________________________________ 

 Date__________________Initials of 4-H club leader or event representative_______________ 

 

______4-H member participated in Junior Leadership. 

 Describe your accomplishment:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date_________________Initials of Junior Leader Secretary or Leader______________________ 

 

______4-H member helped in planning and completing a community service project with club or as an individual. (Independent 4-H 

member needs to do two community service projects) 

 Decribe Project(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date________________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader____________________ 
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Silver Achievement Award Continued 

_______4-H member brought two non 4-H friends to a club meeting 

 Name of Friends:__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Date___________________________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader______________ 

 

_______4-H member held an office in 4-H club. 

 Name of Office:____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Date___________________________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader_____________ 

 

_______4-H member provided leadership for a club committee. 

 Name of committee:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Accomplishment:___________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Date__________________________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader__________________ 

 

_______4-H member mentored another 4-H member or non-4-H member with a 4-H project and/or activity.  

 Describe your experience:____________________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Date__________________________Initials of4-H Club Secretary or Leader_____________________ 

 

 

 

 

Name:_______________________________    Club:____________________________         Date:________________________________  
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Required: 

    * 4-H member previously received Silver Achievement Award. 

  4-H member showed project accomplishment in one to five projects, as determined by 4-H leader or 4-H Youth Program 

Advisor. 

 4-H member participated in Junior Leadership. 

_____4-H member attended four club meetings. 

  Date________________Date__________________Date__________________Date____________________ 

 

______4-H member completed 4-H Record Book 

 

______At club level or higher, 4-H member presented a demonstration, illustrated talk, public speaking or project”why” using two or more 
 visual aids. 

 Name of presentation:__________________________________________________Date________________________________ 

 

______4-H member participated in judging program at the club or county level. 

 Name of area judged:__________________________________________________Date_________________________________  

 

Club leader’s signature (if all of the above are complete) 

__________________________________________________________________________Date_________________________________  

AND 

4-H member completed three of the following, or independent 4-H member completed four: 

  4-H member participated in three county events/activities. 

Date 

 

__________4-H member helped in planning and completing two community service porjects with club or as an individual. (Independent 4-H                               

member needs to do three community service projects.) 

 Describe Project (s__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 Date_____________________________________________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader_________________________ 

 

Continued on page 8 

Gold Achievement Award 

Award: M 301 GO P 

(For 4th year and beyond) 
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GOLD ACHIEVEMENT AWARD CONTINUED 

_______4-H member brought two non-4-H friends to a club meeting. 

 Name of friends:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 Date:_______________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader___________________ 

 

_______4-H member held an office in 4-H club. 

 Name of office:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date_______________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader______________ 

 

_______4-H member provided leadership for a club committee.  (Independent 4-H Member may do so in a non-4-H setting.) 

 Name of committee:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Accomplishment:_________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Date____________________Initials of 4-H Club Secretary or Leader________________________ 

 

_______4-H member has given a speech/presentation promoting 4-H to a school group, civic group, or any non-4-H group. 

 Identify audience or group:________________________________________________________________________________  

 Title of presentation:_____________________________________________________________________________________  

 Date____________________Initials of Presentation Witness or 4-H /Youth Program Advisor___________________________ 

 

_______Independent 4-H member may substitute another 4-H promotion presentation for a club activity. 

 Identify audience or group:__________________________________________________________________________________  

 Title of presentation:________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Date____________________________Initials of Presentation Witness or 4-H /Youth Program Advsor_______________________ 

 

 

Name:_______________________________    Club:________________________       Date:___________________________________  
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4-H Project Pins (for 3rd year and beyond) 

 
 

4-H member may receive both the Silver Achievement Award and 4-H project medal(s) beginning in the 3rd year. Specific 4-H project 

pins may be earned only one time in a 4-H career. This is to encourage members to explore other project areas. 

 

 

______4-H member has received or will receive the Silver Achievement Award. 

 

__ 4-H member has participated in judging (if available) at the club or county level in this project area. 

 

  4-H member has been enrolled in and shown project accomplishment in this project area for three years. 

 

 ______4-H member has prepared and presented a public presentation in the project area to 4-H members, parents/adults, 4-H 

leaders, and/or a 4-H/Youth Program Advisor in a county, or multi-county event. (Two 4-H members may work together.)  

_ 4-H member has guided and assisted younger 4-H club or 4-H county members (minimum of three) with possible fair ex-

hibits, public presentations, etc., demonstrating project knowledge and skills. 

 

  4-H member has shared what was learned through 4-H project participation with two local 4-H 

donors and/or sponsors. 4-H members may write letters instead of personal visits, however personal visits are encour-

aged when possible for older 4-H members. (Two 4-H members may work together.) 
 

  *Senior 4-H member has attended and observed a local or county government meeting, committee hearing/forum, city 

council, county commissioner meeting, Extension board meeting, school board meeting, civic meeting, etc., and report-

ed results to club members and leaders. 

Beginner and Junior 4-H members may read from the local newspaper, watch a television program or other media, or 

interview people following a current issue or an event in the community, area, county, or state, and report results to 

club members and leaders. Beginner and Junior members may attend a county 4-H Leaders council or organization 

meeting. 

*The requirement concerning attendance at a public governmental meeting is required once during the 4-H career, but is 

NOT required for each project pin. 
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(For 4th year and beyond) 

Being enrolled in the 4-H citizenship project is NOT a requirement for this award. 

 

 4-H member has completed four years in a 4-H program. 

______  4-H member has served as an active member of a county or community board or committee, an event committee, or a 

taskforce for three to six months.   _____ 

 

_______  

Describe accomplishment
 

 

_______ H member presented an educational public presentation on flag etiquette, the U.S. Constitution, a patriotic program, or an 

 American history topic for a 4-H club, wrote an editorial on the same topic for the local newspaper (include editorial, whether 

 published or not published), or presented a program to another youth group (club, sports team, or classroom).  

 Name of presentation:_______________________________________ _______________Date:_________________________

 Group(s)  presented to:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______4-H member identified a charity or community need and worked with others to organize efforts to help meet 

the need. 

 Describe accomplishments:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______4-H member studied current events and expressed opinions to decision makers at the local, state, or national level. 

 (Include a copy of any written communication.) 

 Action taken:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______  

 

 

 

 

Name:__________________________________Club:_______________________________Date:_______________________  

 

 

Turn in this completed form with all supporting documentation by the Record Book deadline at year end. 
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(For 4th year and beyond) 

Being enrolled in the 4-H leadership project is NOT a requirement for this award. 

 

 

  4-H member has completed four years in a 4-H program. 

 

  4-H member has assisted the 4-H/Youth Program Advisor with planning, preparing, and implementing a county or mul-

ti-county 4-H event. 

 

 _____ 4-H member is an active member in the county 4-H Junior Leadership organization. If an organization does 

not exist in the county, plan, prepare, and make every effort to start such an 

organization by working with other 4-H members, leaders, advisors, and/or 4-H/Youth Program Advisors. 
 

  4-H member has written or arranged for a newspaper/magazine feature article (with a photograph) about 4-H at 

the local club, county, or multi-county area and has submitted it to the local newspaper in the area for publish-

ing The feature story can be about an individual or group of 4-H members and participation in the 4-H pro-

gram. A copy of the article must be attached to this application. 

 

  4-H member has attended and participated in a county, area, field education unit, or state 4-H educational event 

or activity and has shared the knowledge received by presenting a workshop to 4-H club(s) and/or county 

members. 
 

  4-H member has planned and conducted officer training for a 4-H club or the county. (As many as seven 4-H 

members may work together in accomplishing this task.) 

 

 ______ 4-H member has helped or assisted from one to six 4-H members to plan and implement community or county 4-H promo-

tion campaign(s). This can include posters/signs/displays being placed at main streets, elementary schools, county court-

houses, and/or other prominent locations in the community or county. Radio, newspaper, television media are utilized as 

available.            

 Promotion campaign(s) can involve National Volunteer Week, National 4-H Week, achievement days, county fair, state fair, 

etc. (Include copy of any posters/signs/displays.)        

 

County 4-H/Youth Program Advisor signature (if all of the above are complete) 

 

Name:____________________________Club:_____________________________Date:___________________________- 

 

Turn in this completed form with all supporting documentation by the Record Book deadline at year end. 
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South Dakota 4-H Key Award Checklist for   4-H County   

Beginning with 2022 – 2023 4-H Program Year, awardees, must have completed items 2– 8 in different program years and item 9 in the year 

they receive the SD 4-H Key Award. In addition, the State 4-H Office will only accept applications on the currently approved Checklist form. 

  1.   Aged 16 – 19 as of January 1 of the current 4-H program year   

       2.    Date youth received the County’s 4-H Citizenship Medal _______________________________    

       3.    Date youth received the County’s 4-H Leadership Medal _______________________________       

         4.   Earned two project medals:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 Name of Medal 1  _____________________________________________________________Date Received________________                                   

 Name of Medal 2  _____________________________________________________________Date Received________________ 

  5.   During different 4-H Program years*, attended and participated in three County or State 4-H educational events/activities and used the 

knowledge to plan and conduct three different one-hour workshops for 4-H Clubs and/or County members: use a separate sheet of paper if needed                                                                             

 Name & date of Event/Activity 1  ___________________________________________________________________________________      

 Name & date of Event/Activity 2  ___________________________________________________________________________________        

 Name & date of Event/Activity 3  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

  6.   During different 4-H Program years*, provided leadership at three County or State 4-H educational events/activities; in each section be-

low, define your responsibilities, the date, and how fulfilled: 

 Description & date of Leadership Event/Activity 1 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Description & date of Leadership Event/Activity 2 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Description & date of Leadership Event/Activity 3 __________________________________________________________________________ 

  7.   During different 4-H Program years*, participated in two 4-H related Public Presentation competitions higher than the Club level: 

 Title of Public Presentation 1   Date  _________________________  

 Title of Public Presentation 2   Date  _________________________  

  8.   During different 4-H Program years*, held two 4-H officer positions: 

 Name of Office:   Date  _________________________  

 Name of Office:   Date  _________________________  

  9.   During the current 4-H Program year*, wrote a letter to the editor of a local newspaper, explaining how the SDSU Extension 4-H Youth 

Development Program has impacted your life. Please attach a copy of the letter to this checklist with the name of the newspaper and the 

date published. 

     

 SIGNATURE OF YOUTH’S SD 4-H CLUB LEADER & DATE SIGNED SIGNATURE OF COUNTY 4-H YOUTH PROGRAM ADVISOR & DATE SIGNED 

 

 

NOTE TO COUNTY 4-H OFFICES: This completed form, a photocopy of the youth ’s letter to the editor (with the name of the newspaper and date 

published) and photo of the youth (graphic file preferred) must be submitted to the State 4-H Office via email (sdsu.4h@sdstate.edu) on/before 

October 1 for the previous 4-H Program year. Key Award pins will be available for 4-H Youth Program Advisors to pick up in Brookings. If you need/

want Key Award pins mailed to your County 4-H Office, the State 4-H Office will invoice the County 4-H Office for the postage. 
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Butte-Lawrence 4-H 

Banking points for Leadership Trips/Events 

* Motion Presented and Approved at Sept. 16, 2014 Butte-Lawrence Leaders Meeting 
 

Purpose/Intent: 

To financially reward/assist 4-H youth from Butte-Lawrence County in pursuing 

4-H program opportunities at the state and national level 

 

How would this be done: 

 At the end of each 4-H year, when the annual recognition event is held 4-H 

youth earn “points” equivalent to a dollar value.  Points are accumulated 

based on individual’s 4-H involvement in judging teams, state events, etc. as 

outlined in the 4-H Awards Handbook 

 Youth have the opportunity to purchase 4-H items from the county 4-H 

office with the “dollar points” they’ve earned. This option would continue 

to be offered to any youth who prefer this option. 

 Additionally, an option to “Bank” points allows 4-H’ers who want to “save” 

their dollar points to roll them over to the next year, and next year, etc., until 

they elect to apply the accumulated dollar value toward the expense of an 

approved 4-H trip. (See list of approved 4-H trip events below.) 

 Record-keeping of yearly points earned by individuals choosing the 

“Bank/Save” option would be maintained by the Butte-Lawrence office 

secretary. Additionally, each 4-H member choosing to pursue this option 

would be encouraged to keep record of their points savings balance through 

the years. 

 To redeem dollar points and apply them toward an approved 4-H trip event, 

4-H members would work with the office to apply their total amount earned 

toward their trip. 

 In the event that a 4-H member elects to quit 4-H before redeeming 

accumulated dollar points toward an approved trip, they would forfeit their 

accumulated dollar points value. 

 

Approved 4-H Trip Events Eligible To Apply “Save It” Funds Toward 

Washington Conference Trip to D.C. 

4-H Congress Trip to Atlanta 

4-H Conference Trip to D.C. 

National Shooting Sports Events 

National 4-H Round-up Trip to Denver 

Teen Leadership Conference to Brookings/SDSU Campus  
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Continued from page 13 
 
 
Program Details: 

4-H Youth would still be paid their county fair premium money and livestock/silent auction sale 
money. The “SAVE IT” option only applies to dollar points earned for the annual recognition 
event based on individual’s 4-H activities for the year. 

The “SAVE IT” option is 100% by choice of the individual 4-H members who want to work to-
ward attending state and national events. 

Implementing the “SAVE IT” option will hopefully encourage 4-H youth from an early age to 
work toward being involved in 4-H to earn dollar points that can be applied to their long-term 
goal of saving for state and national trip opportunities. This may also help with 4-H member 
retention of older 4-H youth. 

While the “SAVE IT” option will add some additional record-keeping/accounting, it may also 
simplify the 4-H recognition process with fewer awards/prizes needing to be ordered and dis-
persed.  

4-H youth would still be eligible for additional funding from their respective county leaders asso-
ciation, the Butte-Leaders Jr. Leaders, and any fundraising they chose to conduct. 

 
(To be voted on by Redwater 4-H Council May 11, 2020) 
Updates for the “banked” points option discussed during April 21, 2020 Awards Committee Meeting 
Zoom Call  

Banked points should be utilized and applied to trip costs prior to the trip. The 4-H member will 
need to work with the county office and their respective Leader’s Association to do this. 

In the event that a 4-H member and the office forgets to apply the banked point funds, a special 
request will be considered to pay the funds directly to the member. 

Banked points cannot be transferred to another 4-H member or 4-H sibling. 
If the 4-H youth decides they are not going to apply their banked points toward a trip, they have 

the opportunity to cash out their banked points in the form of the gift cards or 4-H merchandise 
offered immediately following the recognition awards program for the year. 
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Butte-Lawrence 4-H Participation = Skill Development                              
(And POINTS for Awards)                                                                               

                                                 
Points can be redeemed annually toward local gift cards or 4-H swag items.                                                      

OR 

Points can be “banked/saved” over several years, and the points dollar value can 
be applied toward: 

1. 4-H travel/fees to camps, national shooting sports or the Citizenship Washington 

Focus trip 

2. NEW: You can also “bank” 125 points to earn a custom ordered Belt Buckle. Word-

ing on the Belt Buckle will include the year and individual’s name, (i.e. Jane Doe 

2022) along with the words: 

“Butte (or Lawrence) County 4-H Achievement” 

*Note:4-H Points cannot be gifted to another 4-H member, not even a  

sibling. And 4-H points must be redeemed at the time of 4-H 

graduation or they will be forfeited.  
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The activities and points value that can be earned are as follows: 

10 points for County Judging to Top Scoring Beginner, Junior, Senior in Lawrence 
County and Butte County in categories of  

Consumer Decision Making 

Horticulture 

Livestock 

Rangeland Days  

Horse 

Rabbit (if eventheld) 

Dairy (if event held) 

 

15 points for County Public Presentation to Top Scoring Beginner, Junior, Senior in 
Lawrence County and Butte County 

 15 points for County Special Project Award 

  *To be eligible, must exhibit at county fair, give a county level talk, and if available 
participate in judging in the      same project area        (example: exhibit sheep, give 
county talk on sheep, participate in livestock judging) 

10 points for in-person participation at State 4-H events, with a maximum of 50 

points that could be earned annually  

  State Fair (showing livestock, showmanship, public presentation, fashion review, 
public presentation) 

   State Horse Show State 4-H Rodeo 

    

  State Judging Contests (CDM, Horticulture, Livestock, Horse, Rangeland Days) 

10 points for in-person participation at National 4-H events, with a maximum of 50 
points that could be earned annually  

Western 4-H Roundup, Denver 

National Shooting Sports, Grand Island, Neb. 

  Citizenship Washington Focus or Spring 4-H Conference,  

  Washington, DC 4-H Congress, Atlanta 

15 points for Top Club Secretary Book in Lawrence County and Butte County 

15 points for Top Club Historian Scrapbook in Lawrence County and Butte County 

25 points for Graduating 4-H member                      
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15 Points 

Each year awards will be given to promote and encourage participation in the 4-H projects. These awards will be given to one 

individual in each project area to either the beginner, junior or senior 4-H member with the highest point score. 

1.  4-H member must have given a county level or higher public presentation in the project area to be eligible and must 

also participate in one or more of the following at the county level or higher: exhibits, judging, horse show or youth-in-

action events such as special foods or fashion revue. 

2.  The award is based on the current year's records. 4-H Journal containing project or program info must be turned 

into the 4-H Club Leader or 4-H Youth Program Advisor for independent members. 

3.  The 4-H member may receive the award in the first year they are in the project. 

4.  The 4-H member is eligible to win the award each year they are enrolled in the project and meet the minimum require-

ments for completing the 4-H year. 

The point system used for determining the winners for these awards are as follows: 

 

Public Presentation                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
County:  Purple, 8; Blue, 6; Red, 4; White, 2.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
State or Regional: (State Horse Show, SD State Fair, or Western Junior 4-H FCS Show): Purple, 16; Blue, 12; Red, 8; White, 4.                                                                         
National: 20 points for qualifying in applicable project area. 

Judging 

County: Four points per school in the applicable project area. 

Regional: (Black Hills Stock Show, Western Junior 4-H FCS Show, or Western Junior Livestock Show): Eight Points per contest in 

applicable project area. 

   State: ( State Horse judging, State Fair, State Livestock and Rangeland Days) 16 points per contest in applicable project area.

National: 20 points for qualifying in applicable project area. 

 

 

State or Regional: (SD State Fair, Western Junior 4-H FCS Show, or Western Junior Livestock Show): Purple, 16; Blue, 12; Red, 8; 

White, 4. 

 

Rodeo 

Applicable only for the Rodeo Special Project Award.  If the member gave a public presentation at the county level or higher 

in the rodeo project area, then points will be awarded in this category.  Members will need to track number of events per ro-

deo and submit a summary to the Extension office along with pages 15 &16 of the 4-H Record book. 

County and Regional: 1 point per event, per rodeo State: 2 

points per event. 

 

 Fashion Revue, Quiz Bowl, Hippology, Livestockology,  Special Foods, Dog Show, Shooting Sports, Horse Show 

 

Regional: (BH Stock Show, Western Junior 4-H FCS Show, or Western Junior Livestock Show): Eight points/event. State:  Purple, 

16; Blue, 12; Red, 8; White, 4, or 12 Points per Event if no ribbon placings given National: (NationalWestern Stock Show, National 

Shooting Sports) 20 points for qualifying in applicable project area. 



18 

 

 

  Graduating 4-H Member Recognition   - 25 Points 
    Available upon high school graduation and/or reaching the age of 19 prior to January l s   t      of the upcoming year. To be eligible for this 

award, the member must have completed the current and final 4-H year. 

l .  Attended at least four club or special interest meetings. 

   2.  Gave a public presentation at the club level or higher 

         3.  Completed 4-H  Record Book and turned in page 15 &16 by the deadline. 

 

 

Available to Butte County 4-H members upon high school graduation and/or reaching the age of 19 prior to January 1st of the upcom-

ing year. This memorial scholarship will be a cash award in the amount of $50. To be eligible for this award, the member must have 

completed the current and final 4-H year. 

1. Attended at least four club or special interest meetings. 

2. Gave a public presentation at the club level or higher 

3. Completed 4-H Record Book and turned in page 15 & 16  by the deadline 

The scholarship recipient will be chosen by the Reeder family from the eligible graduating 4-H members. 

 

 

The Lawrence County Community and Family Extension Leaders sponsor an annual $500 scholarship to a CFEL member, a mem-

ber of her family or a Lawrence County 4-H Youth. Applications may be obtained from the Butte/Lawrence Extension Office or 

your local school counselor. Applications are due May 1st of each year. 

 

This award may be won more than once. 

                                       15 Points                                                                 

One award will be given annually in each age division to the participant with the most overall points. Criteria for the above awards are 

as follows: 

1. Public Presentation given at the County level or higher. 

2. Must have received a purple ribbon placing at the County or Regional Event. 

3. Points will be determined by ribbon placing in the applicable project area. 

A. County or Regional (Western Junior 4-H FCS or Livestock Show): Purple, 8. 

B. State (SD State Fair, State Horse Show): Purple, 16;  Blue, 12; Red, 8; White, 4. 

C. National: 20 points for qualifying in National Competitions such as: National Shooting Sports, National Livestock  

     4. Tie breaker will be the actual presentation score as given by the event   judge  
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These project areas have their own committees.  Each committee will determine, support and award recognition to
members at the time of the event.  Each specific committee will determine their own criteria and type of award given. 

 

 

The Butte County 4-H Rodeo is held annually in July at the Roundup Grounds in Belle Fourche.   Awards include a Breast Collar for 

All-Around, Buckles for 1st place in each event, and other prizes for 2nd 4th places in each event. The above awards are given in 

each of the three age groups. 

 

 

The Butte/Lawrence County Horse Show is held annually in June.  Awards are as determined by the Horse Show Committee and 

are awarded at the event. 

 

Participants are expected to shoot official targets in at least one event.  Participant's best targets/score from a county postal 

event or regional shoot will be retained until the County Fair.  At the Fair, the targets will be exhibited and awarded a ribbon plac-

ing based on the postal or regional shoot score.   

Other awards may be given at the discretion of the Shooting Sports committee.  

Butte Co 4-H Shooting Sports chooses to give the following awards at the annual Recognition Event. 

 

Butte County 4-H Shooting Sports Award Guidelines  

(NOTE: These are specific to the BC4HSS program, not applicable to other county shooting sports groups)  

Disciplines available  

Rifle – Includes BB Gun, Air Rifle and .22 Rifle events  

Pistol – Includes Air Pistol and .22 Pistol events  

Archery – Includes CWOS, CWS, CWS-R, C-Open, RWOS, etc.  

Shotgun – summer season (June – Sept)  

Tyler Goss Memorial Most Improved Shooter – One in Each Age Division (Receive a trophy) Calculated based on the first score record-

ed in a particular event compared to the shooters best score in  

that same event a given year.  Any event is eligible.  One award per age division.  

Top Shooter in Each Event in each age division (Receive SS Medal)  

Weighted average of best county score (40%) and state shoot score (60%).  

Overall Shooter - One in Each Age Division (Receive a Jacket)  

Must shoot qualifying scores in at least two disciplines (see above) Example: Rifle and Archery, or Pistol and Shotgun, etc.   Award will 

be determined by adding the weighted percentage from their two best events in each of the two best disciplines (if more than two).  

Tie-breaker will be the State Shoot scores in each event.   

Note: Jacket may be earned once per age division.  If a youth earns the overall shooter award more than once in a given age division, 

their existing jacket will be updated with the new year information and a Reserve Overall Shooter jacket will be awarded to the re-

serve youth.   

Eligibility for Awards  

In order to be eligible for any awards, youth must also complete the minimum requirements for  

completing the 4-H year:  continued on next page 
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Eligibility for Awards   (Continued from BCSS) 

In order to be eligible for any awards, youth must also complete the minimum requirements for  

completing the 4-H year: 

 

Participants who earn a spot in state or national competition will be noted at the annual 4-H Recognition event.  Each participant 

will earn 10 points for each competition they participated in, either state or national events   Participants must also have met the 

minimum requirements for completing their 4-H year in order to be recognized in this area.  To include: State Dog Show, State Ro-

botics, State Livestock Exhibitor, State Public Presentations, State Fashion Review, State Special Foods, State Shooting Sports, State 

Horse Show, State Rodeo, State Rangeland Days, Western Junior Livestock and Western 4-H Family and Consumer Sciences Show and 

any State Judging Contest (Horse, Horse Quiz Bowl, Livestock, Livestock Skillathon, Horticulture, Consumer Decision Making). 

 
Members selected for these prestigious trips will be recognized at the 4-H Recognition event and be asked to give a short presenta-
tion about their experience.  
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To be eligible to represent Butte/Lawrence as an individual or on a judging team at the state level, members must have attended 

at least two county level or higher judging contests. The member must have given oral or check-type reasons when required. 

 

For each judging contest, the members point score will be divided by the total points available to determine a percentage score 

for each contest.  If members attend more than two judging contests, the two highest percentage scores will be used to deter-

mine state eligibility. 

 

A minimum of four members who meet the above qualifications, are needed to comprise a team in each age division. The top 

four individuals will comprise Team One and the next four individuals will make up Team Two.  If more than eight members 

are eligible, they will be named as alternates to replace anyone on the initial teams that are unable to attend the competition.  

Members will rotate up to fill open slots on teams based on their best two average scores. *Ocassionally, under unique circum-

stances some individuals will be allowed to judge on state teams if they have only attended 1 county level judging contest.  

 

County Judging Awards  (Each county may award a top judge in each area in each age division at recognition event)

     10 Points per award 

 

1. These awards may be earned more than once. 

2. One award will be given in each age group: Beginner, Junior and Senior. 

3. Age division determined by age as of January 1st of the current year. 

  4. Must have attended at least two judging contests at the County or Regional Level. 

 5. For each judging school or contest attended, the members point score will be divided by the total points available to 

  determine a percentage score for each school.  If members attend more than two judging contests, the two highest 

percentage scores will be used to determine the award winner. 

a) All contests will be considered for these awards including Western Junior 4-H FCS Show (Only  

 Horticulture & FCS), Western Junior Livestock Show, Black Hills Stock Show and the SD State Fair. 

Premium points will be awarded for Regional, State & National Competitions.  Four

       points forregional (WJFCS, WJLS, BHSS) and 12 points for State National (State Fair,  

 State Livestock Judging, National Western Stock Show) will be added to the average

             scores for those specific contests. 

b) The more contests attended, the more scores available to obtain the two highest average scores. 

6. Tie breaker will be check type or oral reasons score(s) starting from the highest competition level and working down. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Top Horticulture Judge
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Rangeland and Soils Judging 

The South Dakota Rangeland and Soils Days is organized by the SD Society for Range Management and is held an-

nually in June at locations across South Dakota. Participants elect to compete in range plant and ecological site 

judging, soils judging, educational displays, and public presentations. Awards are determined and presented at the 

event. The first place 4H teams in Rangeland and Soils earn the right to compete at the national competition held 

annually in Oklahoma City each May. A portion of the national teams travel expenses are paid by both the South 

Dakota Grassland Coalition and South Dakota Health Coalition. The first place Go-Getter/Scout presentation will 

compete at the annual high school youth forum at the Society for Range Management annual national meeting in 

February of each year. Their travel expenses are sponsored by the South Dakota Society of Range Management.  

Awards Divisions 

New Rangers: Ages 8-10 

Wranglers: Ages 11-13 

Scouts: (Inexperienced) Ages 14-18 

Go-Getters: (Experienced) Ages 14-18 

Soils Judgers 

 

Awards Categories – All Age Divisions 

Top Hand Awards: In each age division, competitors in judging, displays, and presentations will be scored cumula-

tively. The overall champions receive trophy belt buckles. 

Judging: 1st Plaque, Medals 1st-3rd 

Displays: 1st Plaque, Medals 1st-3rd 

Presentations: 1st Plaque, Medals 1st-3rd 

-1st Go-Getter or Scout Presentation represents SD at the National Society of Range Management youth 

forum. 

Individual Soils and Range: 1st Plaque, Medals 1st-10th 

Go-Getter Teams: 1st Plaque & Medals for all members. 

-Champion 4H Teams continues to National Competition with travel expenses. 

Soils Judging Teams: 1st Plaque & Medals for all members. 

-Champion 4H Team continues to National Competition with travel expenses. 
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Traveling Plaque awarded annually to the 4-H Club with outstanding community service. 

-Must be applied for in story form or bullet point format 

-For each activity, document number of members who participated and the total number of members in the club 

 

 

 1. How does your 4-H club help senior citizens, the needy, etc? 

 2. How has your 4-H club helped improve your community? 

 3. What 4-H promotional activities has your 4-H club done? 

 4. What 4-H events/activities have been sponsored by your 4-H club? 

      Ex. Judging schools, fashion revue, project days, showmanship clinics, etc. 

 
 

Traveling Plaque awarded annually to the 4-H Club with the largest percentage of members participating at county level Public 

Presentation events. (Public presentations may be a Demonstration, Illustrated Talk, Public Speaking or Project Why). Total club 

membership will be as recorded on June l of the current year.  The tie breaker is total points of ribbon placings: Purple-8; Blue-6, 

Red-4; White-2. 

 

 

Traveling Plaque awarded annually to the 4-H Club with the highest points as noted by the herdsmanship judge at the Butte/

Lawrence County Fair.  The Bennett family will make arrangements for a silent judge to record herdsmanship scores. 

 

Top Secretary's Book (Two awards given-one in each county) 

Awarded annually to the top secretary book submitted for judging.   Books will be judged according the following criteria: 

 

 

 

Meeting minutes documented for each meeting 

 

List speakers and club activities 

Full names in minutes and demonstrations

Secretary has signed the minutes 
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Awarded annually to the top historian/reporter book submitted for judging.  Books will be judged according to the following crite-

ria: 

 1. Appearance - 50 possible  points. 

 2. Complete record of club year 25 possible  points. 

 3. Originality and Creativity -25 possible points. 

 

Guidelines for the above areas are listed below. 

      1. Books will be judged on the current year only 

      2. List of members, officers and leaders should be included 

      3. Represent each monthly meeting and hosts 

      4. Monthly meeting clippings and club photos in chronological order 

      5. Pictures and newspaper clippings of special events listed under month happened.  Ex. Fashion revue, demonstration day,                  

horse show, county fair, Western 4-H FCS Show, etc. 

  6. Pictures and clippings neatly labeled.  Use rubber cement or picture comers to mount pictures 

       7.Underline club name and member’s names in clippings 

       8. Must be submitted in sturdy cover 

  9. Any size or shape book is acceptable. 

 

Top Record Book (One award given to each county)-5 Points for submission of books/10 Points to the top in each County (Up to 15 
Points Total) 

Awarded annually to the top Record book submitted for judging.  Books will be judged according to the following criteria: 

1. Appearance- 50 possible points 

2. Complete record of club year-25 Points possible 

3. Originality and Creativity – 25 Points possible 

Guidelines the same as those above for Historian/Reporter Book  

       

      4-H Support Awards 

Leaders Recognition 

 

 
Friend of      4-H Award (Two awards given one in each county) 

Awarded annually by the Butte & Lawrence County 4-H Leaders Associations.  Award is given to an individual, business, or-
ganization, etc. for their contributions to the 4-H program in Butte or Lawrence County.  Each county's Leader's Association 
is responsible for determining the award recipient.  The recipient will be given a recognition award and be honored at 
recognition event.  They will also be honored on the perpetual plaque that will be displayed in the Extension Office similar 
to the plaque kept for the Fair Honorees  
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Youth Participating in 4-H Independent Study Programs: 

 

The independent 4-H member program allows for planned learning to occur independent of a formal group 

setting such as a club.  The member works in an individual, paired, or family learning environment learning is 

self-directed, usually with limited adult involvement except for parents (or mentor).  Examples include self-

study, home study courses, mentoring or shadowing with an "expert". 

 

Independent 4-H members are expected to complete the requirements for participation outlined in the

South Dakota 4-H Recognition document: 

 

 

 

 

2) Give a public presentation, preferably at the county or regional youth-in-action day.  Other options are 

to give a presentation to a 4-H/Youth Program Advisor, non-family member, school classroom, com-

munity service organization meeting, or a youth group meeting.  Documentation of the topic, date, 

audience, etc. must be included in the 4-H Record Book 

 

 

 

a.  Show project accomplishment in one or more project areas 

b.  Participate in judging at the county level or higher 

c. Participate in a county event or activity 

d.  Participate in Junior Leadership 

 

 

 

As with traditional members, responsibility and accountability are two life lessons that 4-H strives to help 

members learn.  Therefore, members who do not meet the minimum requirements for completing a 4-H year, 

will not receive credit for that year.  Members will be encouraged to work to obtain the minimum require-

ments the following  
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